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A WING AND A PRAYER

Memorial in Holland honors local man lost in World War II
BY BRIGITTE RUTHMAN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN
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A memorial is unveiled Saturday in Beek, Holland, in tribute to Army Air Corps Sgt. Frederick
W. Zumpf, a 19-year-old waist gunner from Washington Depot, and his B-17 bomber crew
that got shot down over Belgium during World War II and crashed in Beek on Oct. 14, 1943.
Edward
Zumpf, 87, of
Washington
Depot, is reflected in a
shadow box
that contains
a photo of his
brother,
Frederick and
Frederick’s
World War II
medals.
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WASHINGTON, Conn.
n American
bomber crew shot
down over Holland on Black
Thursday 74 years ago was
remembered Saturday in
Beek, Holland, for the price
they paid for freedom.
Army Air Corps Sgt. Frederick W. Zumpf, a 19-yearold waist gunner from Washington Depot, was one of 10
men aboard a B-17 bomber
that went down Oct 14, 1943.
He and three others died
when the plane crashed in a
boggy field just outside of
town.
A memorial sculpted in the
shape of a plane’s wing,
which seems to rise from the
fertile soil it plummeted into,
was unveiled Saturday before
an audience that included 37
relatives representing seven
of the 10 fliers. Its artistic design and wording is the result
of research from dozens of
sources; interviews; hundreds of emails with American relatives and military historians; and an interpretation
of the casualties of war by local school children.
Among those in attendance
was Zumpf’s niece, Holly
Haas, and her husband,
Steve.
“This is last on my bucket
list — for them to get there,”
said Fred’s brother, Edward
Zumpf, 87, who couldn’t
make the journey from
Washington Depot for health
reasons, but thinks often
about the missing brother
who left home swelling with
patriotism at the age of 17.
Holly is recording the events
for her father.
See MEMORIAL, Page 14A

Waterbury trying to build a better library
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“IT HAS MADE ME REALIZE HOW MUCH THESE MEN ENABLED FREEDOM. THEY WERE SO OFTEN ON SUICIDE MISSIONS. THEY REALLY
WERE THE GREATEST GENERATION.” — SUSAN LINTON

MEMORIAL: ‘He wanted
to be part of the war effort’
Continued from Page One
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Seiry Santiago, 2, of Waterbury, plays in the children’s room at the Silas Bronson Library
in Waterbury on Friday. Her mother said she loves bring her daughter to the library because there is so much to do.

LIBRARY: Well below state average
Continued from Page One
O’Leary acknowledged
the library, like city parks,
has been neglected for so
long, meeting all of its needs
might take years.
ONE DAY LAST YEAR, a
young man approached the
library with a question that
struck Guest as strange. Did
he have to pay admission? he
asked.
That someone apparently
had no idea how a public library works is illustrative,
she said, of how out of touch
Silas Bronson has become
with the community.
“We’ve been invisible for
a long time; people just
aren’t aware of this library,”
she said. “I’ll give them a
copy of some of our
brochures that talk about all
the different things we have,
all the different online services, all of those sorts of
things, and they just have no
idea that those things exist.”
State figures show Waterbury’s library is well below
the state average in almost
every service category, from
building size to circulation to
collections of books.
Bad management, poor
fiscal policies and a historic
under-investment by the city
are among factors to blame,
city officials said.
“Our funding is half of
what it should be. The
amount of money that we’re
spending on books is significantly below where it should
be. That is why we really
don’t have what we ought to
have,” Guest said. “The library has been dependent
upon municipal and state
funding for decades, and
that … never has been
enough.”
In the Board of Aldermen’s adopted fiscal 2017
budget, the library received
a little more than $1.9 million of the total $406.6 million.
The library’s appropriation represents less than one
half of one percent of the
municipal budget, while the
median percentage for Connecticut cities with populations of more than 50,000 is
higher than one percent,
state figures show.
Data also shows Waterbury spends about $1.38 per
capita on library materials
such as books, while the median expenditure by large

cities in the state is almost
$4.
Circulation at the Silas
Bronson is about a third of
that median, and program
attendance is much lower
even than that, figures show.
The Silas Bronson Library
is about half the size of municipal libraries making up
that median figure.
“Our building is way too
small,” Guest said. “People
need meeting rooms or
study rooms. We don’t have
them. We don’t have that option for folks.”
Also limiting residents’
options, she said, is the lack
of branches. A city the size
of Waterbury, with a population of more than 100,000,
should have five branches.
Waterbury has one in
Bunker Hill.
“One of the things I’m
looking at is to try to team up
with the different neighborhood community centers so
that those would be the
branches,” she said. “It may
be only one day a week when
one of our librarians would
be available to be there, but
we can make that ‘Library
Day’ at the community center. We can help people
place their orders for the
books they want to read and
then bring the books to
them.”
FOR ITS FIRST HALF-CENTURY, the Silas Bronson Library was funded entirely by
its endowment. In the
decades that followed, Guest
said, the city’s annual appropriation was historically
small.
That’s because the library
hadn’t asked, O’Leary said.
In the 10 years before
Guest’s hiring two years ago,
few requests for funding
came from library administration, he said.
“I do understand that if
you go around the state, most
towns and cities support
their libraries more significantly than we do,” O’Leary
said. “The reason why is we
have not been asked by the
former administration for
much of anything.”
Former director Emmett
McSweeney was forced to
resign in 2014 after the arrest of a veteran clerk for a
$260,000
embezzlement
scheme.
An audit at that time found
other weaknesses in the way
the library managed its fi-

nancials. O’Leary hired
Guest, he said, based on her
experience at grant-funded
organizations.
Guest said she brings that
mindset to the job, seeking
grants and other outside
funding, and appointing
young professionals to an
Outreach and Fundraising
Committee to seek more financial support.
“Coming from the nonprofit sector, I have decades
of experience doing things
on a shoestring budget,” she
said. “Not necessarily going
for the most expensive ways
of doing things, but [considering] how can we get this
done in a way that is going to
work really well, but is affordable.”
IF THE LIBRARY CAN”T
AFFORD EVEN TO PUT
ENOUGH BOOKS on its
shelves, why is money being
spent to build a fountain in
the front plaza?
Guest said she’s been
asked that more than once.
Grantors, she said, expect
a library to be able to afford
its books, librarian salaries,
and other general operating
expenses.
Community Development
Block Grants and private
grantors typically fund capital improvements, like those
underway now, and an effort
that will begin later this
month to install new shelves,
carpeting and technology in
the children’s room.
The operations and collections at a library should be
funded entirely by the municipality, a state library official said.
“Operating funds for a
public library should never
be contingent on grants, donations and endowments because those are flexible,”
said Dawn La Valle, director
of the Connecticut State Library Division of Library
Development, which published a “best practices”
manual for public libraries.
“The operating funds for a
library should be based in a
municipal budget,” she said.
“The endowment, donations
and grants should be used
for special programs and
construction.”
Contact Mike Patrick at
mpatrick@rep-am.com, on
Twitter @RA_MikePatrick
or on Facebook at RA. Mike.
Patrick.

Vatican court convicts ex-hospital chief
BY NICOLE WINFIELD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

VATICAN CITY — A Vatican court on Saturday convicted the former president
of the pope’s children’s hospital of diverting some
$500,000 in donations to renovate a cardinal’s flat and
gave him a one-year suspended sentence.
The original charges
against ex-hospital president Giuseppe Profiti had
been embezzlement. But the
court convicted him of a
lesser offense of abuse of office after the defense argued
the money was intended as
an investment to benefit the
hospital.
The three-judge tribunal
absolved Bambino Gesu Pediatric Hospital’s former
hospital treasurer, Massimo
Spina. Notably, neither the
cardinal who benefited from

the renovation nor the contractor who was apparently
paid twice for doing the
work were charged.
More than anything, the
trial exposed how Cardinal
Tarcisio Bertone, the Vatican’s former secretary of
state, bent Vatican rules to
get his retirement apartment
ready after Pope Francis was
elected in 2013 and named a
new secretary of state.
It also revealed the “opacity, silence and poor management” in the handling of Vatican assets, prosecutor Roberto Zanotti said in his closing
statements. A lack of financial
transparency and accountability has bedeviled the Holy
See for centuries and been a
top concern for Francis’ reform-minded papacy.
In addition, the trial
shined further light on Bambino Gesu hospital, which
was the subject of an Associ-

ated Press investigation earlier this year.
The AP uncovered a secret 2014 Vatican-authorized probe that found that
the hospital’s mission under
the Profiti administration
had become “more aimed at
profit” than patient care.
After retiring in 2013,
Bertone was assigned a 400
square meter (4,305 sq.
feet), top-floor bachelor
pad in the Vatican-owned
Palazzo San Carlo, which
sits on the edge of the Vatican gardens and offers fabulous views of St. Peter’s
Basilica and overlooks the
Vatican hotel where Francis lives.
During the trial, Bertone
was shown to have personally engineered the unprecedented maneuver to
get an old friend, Gianantonio Bandera, to do the renovation.
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Frederick Zumpf’s name
hangs from a fruit tree planted in his name, near nine others, each bearing the name of
a crew member. A contest
among children resulted in
the words inscribed in a
bench beside one of the
sculpted wings.
“Airplanes and soldiers on
the ground, so that we can
walk around,” it reads.
For Ed Zumpf, as for many
of those in attendance in
Beek, the memorial is as
much a reminder of the individuals as of what they
fought for, he said.
“He was on seven raids,”
said Zumpf, who strongly resembled his older brother’s
Scandinavian looks. “He got
tired of waiting. He wanted
action; to be part of the war
effort. He had the kind of
fearlessness the Air Corps
wanted.”
DETAILS THAT HAVE
EMERGED over the past year
about the plane’s final moments and the attention given
by the people of Holland
have made him “feel better,”
Ed Zumpf said. In 1943, it
was months before Frederick
Zumpf was confirmed dead
after the plane failed to return and notice finally was
given to their mother, Mary,
that he had died.
Awarded the air medal and
Purple Heart, his name then
fell into relative obscurity.
In the house where Ed
Zumpf still lives are the unopened letters Mary sent to
her son that were returned.
Fred’s ring, recovered from
the crash site and repaired in
Beek, also is part of a tattered
pile of war memorabilia.
The mission was to bomb
Germany’s industrial ball
bearing factories at Schweinfurt. Fifty-one of 293 U.S.
planes from the 306th Bomb
Group did not return.
Zumpf and three others in
Lt. Vernon Cole’s 10-man
crew died after a German
JU-88 fighter plane’s missile
struck his bomber above
Hasselt, Belgium. The B-17
crashed just over the border
in Beek. Six eyewitnesses in
the Netherlands saw the flying fortress shot down during
a fierce dogfight.
Co-pilot Lt. Robert Partridge and navigator Lt.
Charles Kuehn bailed out
through the front section.
Blown out last, Cole remained with the plane long
enough to keep it from slamming into the center of the
village. His body was found
hanging from his parachute
in the next town. It was his
name, missing from a local
memorial, that inspired the
construction of a monument
created by Roy Gottgens and
a group of local caretakers
and historians. It is now part
of a liberation route of World
War II artifacts and educational curriculum, including
a private museum of artifacts
that was the first stop for visitors Friday night.
Cole’s great nephew, who
closely resembles the flier,
was in attendance.
BOMBARDIER LT. JOSEPH
COLUMBUS pulled Sgt.
Robert D. Folk’s parachute
cord and pushed him through
the nose hatch, then pulled
himself out. Sgt. Irving Mills
of Bridgeport, like Zumpf a
replacement that day,
emerged from the tail section
when the plane broke apart.
Zumpf, Adrien H. Wright
of Maine and Sgt. Robah C.
Shields reached for chestpack parachutes, but they
couldn’t open an escape door,
according to Wright’s account, as told to his son,
William. The rocket that had
struck the plane’s right wing
strut smoldered before exploding. The metal melted in
the heat as the men failed
against G forces to open the
hot door. Wright survived
when he was miraculously
blown through the flames.
The bodies of Zumpf,
Shields, Cole and Sgt. Donald
Richardson were retrieved
from the crash site and
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A memorial is unveiled Saturday in Beek, Holland, in tribute
to Army Air Corps Sgt. Frederick W. Zumpf and his B-17
bomber crew.

A contest among Dutch schoolchildren resulted in the
words inscribed in a bench beside one of the sculpted
wings in tribute to the American B-17 bomber crew. The
translation is, ‘Airplanes and soldiers on the ground, so that
we can walk around.’

A plaque on a memorial in Beek, Holland, lists Army Air
Corps Sgt. Frederick W. Zumpf.
buried beneath simple, stark
white crosses at the American Cemetery in Margraten,
where each of the American
fliers for many years has
been assigned a set of caretakers. Eventually, the remains of Richardson and
Cole were returned home.
Kuehn and five other crewmen, including Mills and
Folk, were taken prisoner.
Folk managed to remain out
of German hands for three
days before a farmer’s wife
turned him in when he asked
for food.
Wright, who landed in a
flooded pasture with a broken
wrist, didn’t return to the U.S.
to see his unborn son, Bill, until the boy was 2 years old,
and then hardly left him. The
two went into business together at a bait shop in Maine.
Bill Wright also was in
Holland for the ceremony, as
was Folk’s daughter, Susan
Linton; Partridge’s 93-yearold wife, Lois, and Shields’
89-year-old sister.
Also in attendance were
relatives of Zumpf’s German
grandfather, William, who
arrived in Washington Depot
with his Swedish-born wife to
take up dairy farming on
Church Hill in the 1800s.

“IT’S OVERWHELMING,” said
Linton, who returned letters
that had been written to her
mother from relatives of crew
members, including Mary
Zumpf. “It’s been very emotional. Many tears have been
shed. We are learning things
they went through we didn’t
know about, and how much
they were a family. Mostly,
the survivors came home and
didn’t talk about the war.”
For the American guests,
the outpouring of support
from the Dutch people, and
especially the city of Beek
(population 17,000), has been
overwhelming.
“It has made me realize
how much these men enabled
freedom,” Linton said. “They
were so often on suicide missions. They really were the
greatest generation.”
Said a raspy-voiced Ed
Zumpf, “They were all heroes.”
Contact Brigitte Ruthman
at bruthman@rep-am.com.
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